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The American novel from Hawthorne to Heller: cultural contexts & critical Perspectives offers a rich fare of critical studies of
canonical American novels from 1820s to the contemporary period. Detailed study of each text, combining the conventional
reading of themes, narrative style and characters with approaches from Marxist, neo-marxist, psychoanalytic, postcolonial,
feminist, queer, new historicist and cultural materialistic, archetypal and reconstructive standpoints, acquires substance and depth.
The texts are mediated through biographical and cultural contexts. While the biographical context for each novel is introduced by a
brief and pointed bio-note of the novelist concerned, the larger cultural context is provided by two scholarly and insightful
introductions to American fiction, literary traditions and culture, covering two different periods. The editors and contributors areRead more
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